
CITY OF HOLLISTER
POLICY ON FLAG DISPLAY

AT
CITY HALL

The City of Hollister wishes to follow flag protocols by establishing a policy, which
follows the United States and the State of California provisions governing the display of
flags on City property, including the United States flag, the State flag, the City flag, and
the POW/ MIA flag. In addition, these protocols would establish policy and procedures
for the display of special flags at City Hall.  

POLICY & PROCEDURE

The following Policy & Procedure apply to City of Hollister, City Hall Flag Pole. They
read as the following: 

1. The City of Hollister will follow the State of California provisions governing the
display and care of flags, including the United States flag, the State of California
flag, the City of Hollister flag, and the POW/ MIA flag. 

2. If a request were to be made, City Council may approve the display of a special
flag upon issuance of a federal or state proclamation, or via application
procedure from a community member. The application to fly a special flag will be
made available on the City’s website or upon request from the City Clerk’s Office. 
The completed application is to be submitted by the community member who is
requesting the flying of a special flag to their Council Member who will then
introduce the application to council.  

a. Examples of special flags include, but are not limited to, the following: 
sister city flags, heritage month flags, flags received in recognition of
awards, flags received from visiting groups, flags designating an event
or accomplishment, or flags supporting social justice initiatives. 

3. All approvals for special flag displays shall state the duration of the display, from
a minimum of 24 hours to a maximum of one (1) calendar month per calendar
year. 

a. Special flag display requests may not be done with more than 12
months in advance. 

b. Applicants must be residents of the City of Hollister. 
c. At the time of submitting your application, you must have 100

signatures from local community members in favor of flying a special
flag. 

d. Signatures must be verified by Affidavit by the City Clerk’s Office. 



4. This policy recommends that special flags be flown one at a time, and not flown
simultaneously. 

a. If there is a request for two different special flags to be flown
simultaneously, discretion on placement will be done based on a first
come first serve basis.  

b.  If for any reason a special flag cannot be flown under the City Flag, 
discretion on placement will reside with the City Manager or designee. 

5. When approving a special flag display, the City Council shall consider and make
a determination based on at least one of the following criteria:  

a. Whether the United States or the State of California has recognized the
flag through statute or proclamation; 

b. Whether the flag represents an organization dedicated to the public good
for the citizens of Hollister; 

c. Whether the flag represents a National, State, or City interest; 
d. Whether the flag is an historic American flag that continues to have a

primary positive message of American history and unity; 
e. Whether the flag promotes unity and community; 
f. Whether the flag represents a positive interest or value worthy of public

recognition and does not:  
i. Promote partisan political or election- related activities;  
ii. Promote for-profit entities and projects that promote a for-profit

entity and/or its products or services;  
iii. Use city property to publicly criticize, ridicule, disparage, or defame

any person or institution;  
iv. Discriminate against any person or group on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, religion, gender, age, disability, ancestry, 
creed, pregnancy, marital status, parental status, familial status, 
sexual orientation, status as a veteran, physical, mental, emotional
or learning disability, or any other characteristic protected by
federal, state, or local law. 

REFERENCE

Government Code 430-439: Display of Flags
https:// leginfo. legislature. ca.gov/faces/ codes_ displayText. xhtml? lawCode= GOV& divisio
n=2.&title=1.&part=&chapter= 3.&article= 

COH\nromero
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=2.&title=1.&part=&chapter=3.&article

COH\nromero
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=2.&title=1.&part=&chapter=3.&article



RESOLUTION NO. 2021- 82

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOLLISTER

ESTABLISHING A POLICY ON FLAG DISPLAY

WHEREAS, the City of Hollister has adopted numerous policies and procedures for
conducting City business; and

WHEREAS, the City recognizes the need to establish a Policy on Flag Display; and

WHEREAS, it is the City' s wish to adopt a Policy on Flag Display that will apply the City
of Hollister, City Hall Flag Pole; and

WHEREAS, with the creation of this Policy, City of Hollister Residents can request the
flying of a special flag only after successfully going through the application process and
once it has been approved by City Council; and

WHEREAS, at the time of submitting an application, the applicant must have collected
100 signatures from local community members. Such signatures must be verified by an
Affidavit by the City Clerk' s Office.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Hollister
hereby adopts a Policy on Flag Display.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the adoption of this Resolution, Staff will create

an application form that will be available on the City' s website and upon request from the
City Clerk' s Office.

PASSED AND ADOPTED, by the City Council of the City of Hollister at a Regular Meeting
held this 3rd day of May, 2021, by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Perez, Burns, and Mayor Velazquez.
NOES: Council Member Resendiz.

ABSTAINED: None.

ABSENT: None.

Ignacio Velazquez, Mayor

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

@Sack Epperson Law Group PC

Christine Black, MMC, City Clerk

p    / 

Jaso     .     person, City Attorney
CITY OF HOLLISTER

DUPLICATE OF ORIGINAL
ON FILE IN THE

OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK



I, CHRISTINE BLACK, MMC, City Clerk of the City of Hollister, do hereby certify that the
attached Resolution No. 2021- 82 is an original Resolution, or true and correct copy of a

City Resolution, duly adopted by the Council of the City of Hollister at a Regular Meeting
of said Council held on the 3rd day of May, 2021, at which meeting a quorum was present.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the Official Seal of

the City of Hollister this 3rd day of May, 2021.

Christine Black, MMC

City Clerk of the City of Hollister

Seal)

fI

CITY OF HOWSTER
DUPUCATE OF ORIGINAL

ON FILE IN THE

OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK



F. 6

STAFF REPORT

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

tows MEETING DATE: MAY 3, 2021

SUBMITTED:      April 26, 2021 AGENDA ITEM:   Introduction and Adoption of

Resolutions and Ordinances

DEPARTMENT:   City Manager CONTACT: Daisy Caceres, Senior Support

DEPARTMENT HEAD:    Brett Miller, City Manager Services Assistant

831- 636- 4300 x1010

TITLE OF ITEM: RESOLUTION NO. 2021- 82, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOLLISTER ESTABLISHING A POLICY ON FLAG

DISPLAY

BRIEF DESCRIPTION: The purpose of this policy is to establish clear guidelines with
respect to protocols and procedures of flag display at all buildings and facilities owned
or controlled by the City of Hollister.

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends City Council ADOPT a Resolution that adopts
a Policy on Flag Display.

DEPARTMENT SUMMARY:  The City of Hollister wishes to follow flag protocols by
establishing a policy,  which follows the United States and the State of California

provisions governing the display of flags on City property.  Staff and City Council
recognize the importance of establishing clear guidelines with respect to protocols and
procedures of flag display at all buildings and facilities owned or controlled by the City of
Hollister.

Per the proposed policy, special flags include, but are not limited to, the following: sister
city flags, heritage month flags, flags received in recognition of awards, flags received
from visiting groups, flags designating an event or accomplishment, or flags supporting
social justice initiatives. Flags may be displayed only after successfully going through
the application process and once it has been approved by City Council.  Upon the

adoption of the Resolution, Staff will create an application form that will be available on

the City' s website and upon request from the City Clerk' s Office.

FINANCIAL IMPACT: N/ A

CEQA: N/ A

ATTACHMENTS:

1.  Policy on Flag Display

THIS REPORT WAS REVIEWED BY THE CITY MANAGER WHO CONCURS WITH

THE STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Brett Miller, City Manager
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021- 82

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOLLISTER

ESTABLISHING A POLICY ON FLAG DISPLAY

WHEREAS, the City of Hollister has adopted numerous polici- s and procedures for
conducting City business; and

WHEREAS, the City recognizes the need to establish a Policy on Flag Display; and

WHEREAS, it is the City' s wish to adopt a Policy on Flat Display that will apply to all
buildings and facilities owned or controlled by the City of ollister; and

WHEREAS, with the creation of this Policy, Communit Member can request the flying of
a special flag only after successfully going through t e application process and once it
has been approved by City Council.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that t e City Council of the City of Hollister
hereby adopts a Policy on Flag Display.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the . doption of this Resolution, Staff will create

an application form that will be available on tr e City's website and upon request from the
City Clerk' s Office.

PASSED AND ADOPTED, by the City Co.  ncil of the City of Hollister at a Regular Meeting
held this 3rd day of May, 2021, by the f. lowing vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSTAINED:

ABSENT:

Ignacio Velazquez, Mayor

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Epperson Law Group PC

Christine Black, MMC, C' y Clerk

Jason S. Epperson, City Attorney

CITY OF HOLLISTER

DUPLICATE OF ORIGINAL
ON FILE IN THE

OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK



F. 6. a

CITY OF HOLLISTER

POLICY ON FLAG DISPLAY

The City of Hollister wishes to follow flag protocols by establishing a policy, which
follows the United States and the State of California provisions governing the display of
flags on City property, including the United States flag, the State flag, the City flag, and
the POW/ MIA flag. In addition, these protocols would establish policy and procedures
for the display of special flags.

POLICY & PROCEDURE
Cl'- '

The followingPolicy & Procedure apply to all buildings and facilities ow, ed or contrail:pP Y 9

by the City of Hollister. They read as the following: I

1.  The City of Hollister will follow the State of California ptovisions governing the
display and care of flags, including the United States flag, the State of California
flag, the City of Hollister flag, and the POW/ MIA flag.

2.  If a request were to be made, CityCouncil mapprove the display of a specialq
m
Yp Y p

flag upon issuance of a federal or state proclamation, or via application

procedure from a community member. TKie application to fly a special flag will be
made available on the City' s website r upon request from the City Clerk' s Office.
The completed application is to be ubmitted by the community member who is
requesting the flying of a special ag to their Council Member who will then
introduce the application to co ncil.

a.  Examples of s cial flags include, but are not limited to, the following:

sister city fla s, heritage month flags, flags received in recognition of
awards, fl s received from visiting groups, flags designating an event
or acco lishment, or flags supporting social justice initiatives.

3.  All approvals fo special flag displays shall state the duration of the display, from
a minimum of 4 hours to a maximum of one ( 1) calendar month per calendar

year.

a Special flag display requests may not be done with more than 12
months in advance.

b.  At the time of submitting your application, you must have 100
signatures from local community members in favor of flying a special

flag.

4.  This policy recommends that special flags be flown one at a time, and not flown
simultaneously.
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F. 6. a

a.  If there is a request for two different special flags to be flown

simultaneously, discretion on placement will be done based on a first
come first serve basis.       i

b.   If for any reason a special flag cannot be flown under the City Flag,
discretion on placement will reside with the City Manager or desig e.

5.  When approving a special flagdisplay, the Council shall consi rand makepp 9 p City
a determination based on at least one of the following criteria:

a.  Whether the United States or the State of California has recognized the
flag through statute or proclamation;

b.  Whether the flag represents an organization dedicated to the public good
for the citizens of Hollister;    

c.  Whether the flag represents a National, State, or City interest;
d.  Whether the flag is an historic American flag that continues to have a

primary positive message of American h story and unity;
e.  Whether the flag promotes unity and community;
f.   Whether the flag represents a positjvie interest or value worthy of public

recognition and does not:  

i.   Promote partisan political or election- related activities;
ii.   Promote for-profit entities and projects that promote a for-profit

entity and/ or its products or services;
iii.   Use city property topublicly criticize, ridicule, disparage, or defame

any person or institution;
iv.   Discriminate against any person or group on the basis of race,

color, national origin, religion, gender, age, disability, ancestry,

creed, pregnancy, marital status, parental status, familial status,
sexual orientation, status as a veteran, physical, mental, emotional

or learning disability, or any other characteristic protected by
federal, state, or local law.

REFERENCE

Government Co e 430- 439: Display of Flags
https:// Ieginfo. legislature. ca. gov/ faces/ codes displayText. xhtml? IawCode= GOV& divisio
n= 2.& title= 1. 8' part=& chapter= 3.& article=
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